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	Knowledge
· I know what a classification system is.
· I know the vocabulary used to classify animals and group vertebrates.
· I know what a micro-organism is.

Skills
· I can explain how and why I have classified certain objects in certain ways.
· I can group plants in different ways. 
· I can use observable characteristics to group and classify vertebrates. 
· I can create a classification system for some of the living things
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Grouping Living Things

Animals can be put into on of two groups:
Vertebrates

Invertebrates

The two groups can be split into further,
smaller groups.

Vertebrates canbe  mammals, birds,

splitinto: fish, reptiles and
amphibians,

Invertebrates can insects, arachnids,

be split into: annelids, molluscs,

crustaceans and
echinoderms
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bacteria

Asingle-celled microorganism.

microorganism

An organism that can only be
seen using a microscope, e.g.
bacteria, mould and yeast.

microscope

A piece of equipment that
is used to view very tiny
(microscopic)  things by
magnifying their appearance.

species

A group of animals that can
reproduce to produce fertile
offspring.
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characteristics

Special qualities or appearances
that make an individual or group
of things different to others.

classify To sort things into different groups.

taxonomist A scientist who classifies different
living things into categories.

key A key s a series of questions about

the characteristics of living things.
A key is used to identify a living
thing or decide which group it
belongs to by answering 'yes' or
'no’ questions.
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Microorganisms

Microorganisms are viruses, ,
moulds and yeast. Some animals (dust
mites) and plants (phytoplankton) are
also microorganisms.

Microorganisms are very tiny living things
that can only be seen using a . They
can be found in and on our bodies, in the air, in

water and on objects around us.





